Timeline of Water Quality Issues

in Falls Lake

1981: Falls Lake dam is completed and lake begins to fill.

1992: NC DENR publishes the Lakes Assessment Report. Falls Lake is
classified eutrophic (meaning the lake water is cloudy and it has too
much nitrogen, phosphorus, and algae) after a period of being
classified hyper eutrophic.

1996: The Upper Neuse River Basin Association (UNRBA) was
formed. The City of Durham was a founding member.

1999: City of Raleigh contractor (Spirogyra Diversified
Environmental Services) completes study of Falls Lake below
Highway 50.

November 2001: NC DENR completes the Neuse River Basinwide
Assessment Report. Falls Lake is classified eutrophic (meaning the
lake water is cloudy and it has too much nitrogen, phosphorus, and
algae).

March 2005: Because of concerns about nitrogen from the Butner
wastewater treatment plant, DWQ increases monitoring.

July 2005: NC DENR Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) is formed.
The City of Durham was part of this committee.

1983: Falls Lake fills to its current normal pool level.

1983: Falls Lake is classified as a Nutrient Sensitive Water.

1995: NC DENR contractor (The Cadmus Group) completes report on
Falls Lake.

December 1997: The North Carolina Environmental Management
Commission (EMC) adopts the Neuse River Nutrient Sensitive Waters
Management Strategy.

March 2001: The City of Durham implements new development
performance standards.

2003: The UNRBA publishes the Upper Neuse Watershed
Management Plan, covering the entire area that drains to Falls Lake.

2004: The UNRBA publishes a report about protecting water quality
in the Flat River watershed (a river that flows into Lake Michie and
then Falls Lake)

May 2006: NCDENR completes Neuse River Basinwide Assessment
Report. Falls Lake is classified eutrophic (meaning the lake water is
cloudy and it has too much nitrogen, phosphorus, and algae).

September 2007: Intensive monitoring begun in 2005 is completed.

August 2008: The Falls Lake Stakeholder Project begins.

May 2009: Falls Lake Watershed Model is completed.

August 2009: Senate Bill 1020/S.L. 2009-486 is approved (this
revised the Environmental Management Committee adoption
deadline to January 15, 2010 and added other requirements to
improve water quality in the Upper Neuse River Basin).

December 2009: Draft Falls Lake Nutrient Management Strategy
provided to stakeholders for comment.

February 2010: Resolution Approving Consensus Principles for Falls
Lake Nutrient Management Strategy adopted by City Council.

November 2010: The NC Environmental Management Commission
adopts the Falls Lake Nutrient Management Strategy.

January 2011: The Falls Lake Nutrient Management Strategy rules
become effective.

May 2011: NC DENR completes the Neuse River Lake and Reservoir
Assessments. Falls Lake is classified eutrophic, except during the
summer of the 2007 drought, when the lake was temporarily
classified hyper eutrophic (meaning the lake has extreme levels of
algae, nitrogen, and phosphorus).

July 2005: NC General Assembly passes Senate Bill 981/S.L. 2005-
190 (Drinking Water Supply Reservoir Act) that includes a
requirement that the Environmental Management Commission adopt
a nutrient strategy for Falls Lake.

April 2007: East Durham Open Space Plan is finalized.

January 2008: Falls Lake is listed on the draft 2008 state impaired
waters list for chlorophyll-a. The portion of the lake upstream from I-
85 is also listed for turbidity.

June 2009: Falls Lake Calibrated Nutrient Response Model is
completed.

September 2009: The City of Durham adopts the Resolution
Supporting the Adoption of Legislation to Protect Falls Lake and
Expedite Falls Rules.

November 2009: Falls Lake Nutrient Response Model Final Report is
completed and the model is presented to the Environmental
Management Commission.

March 2010: Environmental Management Commission approves
sending the Draft Falls Lake Nutrient Management Strategy to public
hearings.

May 2010: The City of Durham modified the Stormwater
Performance Standards for Development to address Falls and Jordan
Lake nutrient reduction requirements.

March 2011: The UNRBA adopts a plan for evaluating Falls Lake,
called the Path Forward.

October 2011: The City of Durham is awarded a grant from the
Clean Water Management Trust Fund to install residential low impact

development practices in South Ellerbe Creek.
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